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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to the obligation under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 
1.97-1.99, Applicants hereby submit document Al listed on the attached form PTO-1449 for 
consideration by the Examiner. A copy of this document is being submitted herewith. 
Applicants request that the Examiner consider this document and make it of record. 

The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement does not constitute an admission that 
the information cited herein is, or is considered to be, material to patentability as defined in 37 
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C.F.R. § 1.56(b). Further, Applicants reserve the right to contest that this document is prior art 
against the present application. 

Because this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed after the mailing date of the 
first Office Action but prior to the mailing date of a final Office Action or Notice of Allowance, 
pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97(c)(1) and (e)(2), Applicants state that no item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application and, to the knowledge of the undersigned 
attorney after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

Dated: May 6, 2003 Respectfully submitted, 



BRINKS HOFER 
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P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, Illinois 60610 
(312) 321-4719 
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Reg. No. 5^70 
Attorney for Applicants 
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